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Next, we will consider briefly the actions and customs of the several castes. They are among others:(1) Right to study the Vedas and repeat Gayatry. (2)the use of the sacred thread.(3)Necessity for immersion after touch or approach by a  "lower" casteman.(4) The use of flesh and fish and spirituous liquors.(5) Ceremonial pollution consequent on birth or death in the family, etc. Some view it as a sign of superiority that with them pollution lasts only ten or twelve days. Some abstain from fish and meat and do  not use spiritous liquors. Some are at liberty to take liquor. 
Some eat only fish. Others again only meat. Some use all three and yet are "superior"

Can caste be determined by the presence of the sacred thread? No. Many, too, who are not privileged to study the vedas, nevertheless pass for brahmanas. Similarly, as regards other sacraments(samskarams)law of inheritance etc.-etc., "inadequate pervasion" and unwarrantable inclusion are observable. For example, do we not know some who whilst performing Chaulam and Simantam,are yet not 'twice born"?(i.e., Brahmanas, Kshathriyans, and Vaishyas). Do we not know Brahmanas and Kshatriyans, who although they have marriage according to the Smritis, nevertheless, follow Marumakkathayam law and, in some cases, allow re-marriage and widow-marriage? Space will not permit of such instances being exhausted. A single instance may be citied to show that "actions" are no cause for caste. In two given castes, marriages are similar ; in both the pollution-period is the same ; in both the dead are buried in a sitting posture; both abstain from animal food; yet, there is important difference between the two communities; the two do not inter-dine, nay ,the one has to bathe after touching the other! In short, the one is Brahmana or Kshatriya, while the other is a Shudra!




P. KARUNAKARA MENON





P.S--Since writing the above I have recieved the Commonweal of the 5th instant, in which appear the following remarkable words from that remarkable personage. Sir Narayana Chandravarkar ."The Vedas and the Upanishads are the basis of the Hindu religion. Where is caste, as we understand it and practice it, sanctioned in their injunctions and teachings? The Bhagavad-gita speaks of lower































	[image: ] ഈ താൾ വിക്കിഗ്രന്ഥശാല ഡിജിറ്റൈസേഷൻ മത്സരം 2014-ന്റെ ഭാഗമായി നിർമ്മിച്ചതാണ്. 
ഇതിലെ ഉള്ളടക്കത്തിന്റെ സ്കോർ ലഭിക്കുന്നതു്  ഈ താൾ ആദ്യം ടൈപ്പു ചെയ്തുതുടങ്ങിയ Jayamohankpz എന്ന ഉപയോക്താവിനായിരിക്കും.

	ഈ താളിന്റെ ഗുണനിലവാരം:
 (വിശദവിവരങ്ങൾക്കു്  ഈ ലേഖനം കാണുക)

	സങ്കീർണ്ണത	തനിമലയാളം	അക്ഷരങ്ങളുടെ എണ്ണം	ടൈപ്പിങ്ങ് പുരോഗതി	ഫോർമാറ്റിങ്ങ് മികവ്	അക്ഷരശുദ്ധി

	(സ്കോർ ഇതുവരെ ചേർത്തിട്ടില്ല)
	(സ്കോർ ഇതുവരെ ചേർത്തിട്ടില്ല)
	(സ്കോർ ഇതുവരെ ചേർത്തിട്ടില്ല)
	(സ്കോർ ഇതുവരെ ചേർത്തിട്ടില്ല)
	(സ്കോർ ഇതുവരെ ചേർത്തിട്ടില്ല)
	(സ്കോർ ഇതുവരെ ചേർത്തിട്ടില്ല)
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